Notes # 24 : What is Earth Made of & How Does That Change

Do you think that Earth has always looked as it does now? Why or why not?
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vegetation that you see when you look outside. The landforms that you see have been formed over-

long periods of time through the processes of \MQ&‘\’Q(\ 6(\ Y\q _
Q(O%] A \ 1 QM\Q«’( N g\ is the process that gradually breaks down

O¢ Sediment hq wind, Wader, oc ice.

Weathering occurs in sever'al different ways, but scientists consider there to be two main types of
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b{ Qﬂ , or mechanical weathering, is when rock or mineral is broken down

into smaller pleces without a chemical change. With physical weathering, the material stays the same,
it is just in smaller pieces. Ice wedging, abrasion, and exfoliation are three types of

DhHS| CC\-Q U)QQ%Q(' NG . chemical weathering occurs when rocks or minerals are
broken down when a chemical change causes all or part of the material to change into another
substance. Ore examplé of this is @X\d@\'\'\ C)'(\_ __, which occurs when elements like iron are

exposed to oxygen causing them to rust. This process makes the rock appear red or orange, and

air they form a weak _CA(" | ( f& that falls to Earth as _(A C)\d rCL\ ¥  and over time can
| d\gg( VI\[ @ certain rocks and minerals. _
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When these smaller pieces of rock or mineral move due to (_ ( NWN\OJ | COU_ , or

[( [ , This is called 6(0%\ (ﬂ/l . Surface water, groundwater, waves, and wind

are all mechanisms of erosion that carry sediment from one location to another. Combined, the

processes of weathering and erosion have been changing the surface features of Earth for millions of

years.

The very top layer of the Earth is called the CC Uq t . This lay.er is covered with the soil and

materials like rock and minerals. Erosion is ‘W}Q MoV Qmet\“\' O‘F (OCk 'Y\ 1N Q{Q@ ‘

weakens it making it more likely to crumble. When carbon dioxide combines with water droplets in the |
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